
SEPTIC TANK PUMPERS ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
APRIL 6, 2007   MEETING MINUTES 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Mike Byrnes called the Septic Tank Pumpers Advisory Committee meeting to 
order on April 6, 2007 at 12:08 p.m. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 Mike Byrnes, Superior Septic Service; 

Wade Stout, Badger Pass Septic Service; 
            John Clark, Scenic City Enterprises; 

Don Heimbigner, Don’s Septic Service; 
 Jamie Hillman, Jims Backhoe & Septic System; 
 Conrad Eckert, Eckert’s Services; 
 Barbara Woodbury, Sanders County Sanitarian; 
 Renai Hill, Montana DEQ. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
              Frank Laverell, Laverell’s Septic;  
 C. Eckert, Eckert’s Services; 
 Fred Bjorklund, Fred’s Septic Pumping; 
 Nancy Stout, Badger Pass Septic Service; 

Wade Dooley, Little Stinker’s Septic; 
Daniel Alherck, Little Stinker’s Septic; 
Chris King, Little Stinker’s Septic; 
Ray Rider, Little Stinker’s Septic; 
Marilyn Klasen, Klasen Septic; 
C. Clark, Scenic City; 
Ray Severin, Scenic City; 

 Rick Thompson, Montana DEQ/Solid Waste;  
 Darrell Stankey, Montana DEQ/Solid Waste; 
 Norm Mullen, Montana DEQ/Legal; 
 George Scriba, Montana DEQ/Enforcement; 
 Bob Smith, Montana DEQ/Enforcement. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR JANUARY 19, 2007 MEETING 
Mike Byrnes asked for any changes to the draft minutes.  There were no comments or 
edits from the committee.  A motion to approve the January 2007 minutes was made by 
Conrad Eckert and seconded by Don Heimbigner.  The motion carried and the January 
19, 2007 minutes were approved as written.  
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS:
 
1. Enforcement Update 
George Scriba introduced Bob Smith to the committee.  Bob is also in enforcement and 
will be taking the primary role of the enforcement liaison with the septic pumper.  George 
will be making the move over to enforcement liaison for water quality but still may be 



doing some pumper issues.  He briefed the group on the two unlicensed pumpers in the 
state and actions pending.   
 
George reminded the group about ground water depth at land applications sites and to 
keep an eye on that.  To get a land application site approved ground water must be at 25 
feet.  Also the annual rate of application, rotating the fields and planting a crop to take up 
the nitrogen must be adhered to.  He has found that some pumpers apply year after year 
without growing a crop.  Pumpers also need to watch litter pickup at their land 
application sites. 
 
2. Graywater Term/Definition Status 
The Chairman, Mike Byrnes began the discussion by raising the question about the 
propose House Bill 259 at the Legislation regarding individuals being able to irrigate 
with graywater.  Barbara Woodbury stated she heard that it had passed.  Rick Thompson 
nor Renai Hill had heard that the House Bill 259 had passed but would check on its status 
for the committee.  The committee discussed House Bill 259 and how it would affect this 
issue.  If it passed and they are required to write rules then the SPAC would like the rule 
writer to be invited to the committee to discuss their concerns.   
 
As of this meeting the pumper committee members had not put together a paper with 
their suggested changes in the graywater definition for DEQ.  The members present 
stated they wanted to wait and act after the status of House Bill 259 on graywater is 
determined.  If it has not passed then the committee will proceed and if it did pass they 
may need to do some damage control. 
 
A motion was made and seconded to wait until the status of House Bill 259 is determined 
before continuing with this issue.   
 
3. Statement and checklist for vehicle inspections 
Barbara Woodbury stated that she has been very busy and was not able to draft the 
checklist for the committee as promised.  Renai Hill read comments from Brian Tatman 
of Heavy Waters Haulers regarding vehicle inspections.  Brian stated that he has a 
commercial vehicle which is required an annual inspection and he does not feel he should 
have additional inspections posed on him.  Don Heimbigner stated that he also has a 
commercial vehicle however, the annual inspection is only done on the truck, running 
gear, and how it’s maintained.  The inspection does not include pipe fittings, valves, or 
the tank it self.  Several of the members discussed DOT vehicle inspection and stated that 
the vehicle can be inspected at the scale, you can take the vehicle to a mechanic shop or if 
you are trained you can inspect your own vehicle.  If taken to MCS you will have a better 
inspection.  The concerns the committee have is that the DOT inspection only pertains to 
certain things; no one is inspecting the tank, hoses, and valves for leaks or the spreading 
equipment.  The County Sanitarian not DOT knows how the septic tank is pumped and 
dumped and should continue to verify the proper components of that equipment.  There 
are a few pumper vehicles on the road without fenders etc that are not commercial 
vehicles and have no inspections.  Inspection time frames were discussed ranging from 6 
months to every 2 or 3 years. 
 
 



A motion was made by Conrad Eckert and seconded by Don Heimbigner.  The motion 
was carried to have a checklist for the County Sanitarian for the proper equipment on the 
vehicle to conduct land application.  Also, added to the checklist will be the vehicle 
inspection time requirements: upon issuance of a new license and every year there after.   
 
4. Statement for business name and STP license number on all pumper vehicles. 
The committee discussed requiring the pumpers to put the business name and STP license 
number on all pumper vehicles.  DOT requires the name and DOT number on all 
commercial vehicles.  Some pumper vehicles are not commercial vehicles and have no 
markings.  Wade Stout brought a magnetic sign as an example of the letter sizing etc.  
The committee felt the size of the lettering should follow DOT guidelines.  Renai Hill 
read comments from Brian Tatman of Heavy Waters Haulers regarding labeling vehicles.  
His vehicle is a commercial vehicle and he has all DOT required markings and does not 
feel he should be required to place additional STP numbers on the vehicle.  He 
understands that the west side of the State is different than the east side and why the 
committee wants this change but, feels that they should not become policeman for the 
industry.  This was discussed and the committee members stated that if you’re proud of 
your business and are doing it the right way why wouldn’t you want your information on 
the side of your vehicle.  One member stated that it’s really free advertisement for your 
business because a potential customer would see the truck and info and be able to call for 
service. 
 
Rick Thompson and Norm Mullen (Attorney) discussed the issue MCA 75-10-1202(4) 
states, “The department may not adopt rules pertaining to the business operations of 
persons engaged in the business of cleaning cesspools, septic tanks, and privies or 
disposing of septage, including the fees charged for cleaning or leasing portable toilets.”  
It was determined that this prohibits DEQ from writing rules telling the business owner 
how to run his business as it pertains to marking his vehicle. 
 
Norm Mullen discussed the complaint and enforcement process to include violation 
letters, enforcement orders, administrative orders etc. 
 
5.  STP 2007 Conference Critiques 
The committee reviewed the critique findings and discussed the written comments.  One 
comment regarding the registration and start time being pushed ahead ½ hour each was 
discussed by the committee.  More on the time issue will be discussed at the next 
meeting. 
 
6.  Alternate Committee Members 
The committee discussed the vacant position on the committee.  Frank Laverell has 
volunteered to be the Alternate committee member for Region 3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
NEW BUSINESS 
1. Confirm next meeting date 
The next meeting will be held on September 7, 2007 in Room 111 of the Metcalf 
Building from 12:00 pm to 3:00 pm.   
 
2. Agenda items for next meeting 
- Graywater  
- Draft checklist for vehicle inspections. 
- Statement pertaining to 75-10-1202, requiring a statutory change requiring name and   
   license number on vehicles. 
- Training topic for the 2008 STP Training Conference. 
 
Mike Byrnes adjourned the meeting at 1:48 p.m. 
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